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should not permit him to remain, having absorbed from American papers the false notion that we were working this Expedition as an advertising affair, and that therefore we might not wish the representatives of other newspapers to be present to get information. We quickly informed him of his error and of the fact that he was welcome to stay as long as he wished.
From now our work was pushed with great energy. The first thing to do was to select a site for the big balloon house. The reader will understand that an airship, with its complicated mechanical adjustments and the long and laborious process of inflating it with hydrogen, must be sheltered from wind and weather whilst it is being made ready for a voyage. Otherwise it would be threatened with destruction by every strong wind that came along. It was not easy to find a good site for so large a house in the little bit of bare ground we had at the foot of the hills. And the site we decided upon had to be prepared by blasting out many feet of eternal ice, and also great rocks as large as small houses. It was difficult work. Then the foundations had to be prepared. For this part of the structure we drew upon the timbers which remained of the wreck of Andree's balloon house, a few hundred yards distant. Meanwhile Frith jo f had to go back to Norway for a third cargo of materials.